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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRCT OF COLUMIA

CALIFORNA Y ALLEY MIOK TRE, )
formerly SHEEP RACH OF MEWUK )
INDIANS OF CALIFORNIA 

Plainti,

UNTED STATES OF AMRICA,

GALE A. NORTON, Secretary of the
Interior

MICHAL D. OLSEN, Acting Assistant
Secretary - Indian Afairs

Defendants.

No. l:05CY00739
Judge James Roberton

DECLARTION OF RAYMOND FRY
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, RAYMOND FRY, declar:

1. I am the Tribal Operations Offcer for the Bureau of Indian Afairs Centrl Californa

Agency located in Sacraento, Californa. I have personal knowledge ofthe facts set fort in

ths Declartion.

2. By lett dated August 4, 2005, the Californa Gambling Control Commssion

(Commission) informed Sylvia Burley and Yaka:Dixie of its decision to not release the

scheduled quarerly distbution for the Californa Valley Miwok Tribe ITomthe Revenue

Sharg Tru Fund (RTF) or make any subsequent distrbutions to the Tribe. Ths decision,

according to the leter, was grunded in the July 19, 2005 suspension of the P.L. No. 93- 638

contrt between the BIA and the Tribe.

3. By letter dated Augut 24 2005 , the Commission inormed the respective counel for

Sylvia Burley and Yaka Dixie, of its decision to make the curent quarerly distrbution to the

Tribe, therby reversing its Augut 4th position. Accordg to the letter, ths reveral of position

was largely attbutale to BIA's August 19 , 2005, reinstatement of the P. No. 93-638 contrt

with the Tribe.

4. On August 29th, the Commssion inormed the respective counel for Ms. Burley and

Mr. Dixie of its reveral of its Augu 24th position because of"sever convertions with the

Bureau of Indian Affai (BIA)" and its review of the Marh 26, 2004, and Febru 11, and July

, 2005 letters ITom BIA to Sylvia Burley and Yakma Dixie. The Commssion staed: " . . .

(W)e have detered tht" . .. despite the reistatement of the PL 93-638 contrt, Ms. Burley
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is no longer considered by the BIA to be a peron of authority with the trbe, with whom the

BIA conducts goverent- to-goverent relations.

5. Prior to Augut 24, 2005 , the Chief Legal Counel for the Commission, Cy Rickards,

contacted me by telephone to reuest that the BIA provide him with documentation relating to

the present status of the Tribe s relationship with the BIA Pror to ths inquiry, it had bee my

experence that the Commssion was interested in two things for the purose of makng

distrbutions ftm the RSTF to non-gang trbe- - namely, whether the trbe was federlly

recgnzed and whether there existed a trbal contact persn to whom distbutions could be set.

However, in ths intance, the Commssion was seeking information which might affect the

identity of the approprate contact peron for the Californa Valley Miwok Tribe.

6. I agred to provide the Conission with the infonJation requested. However, I told

the Commssion that it had to "make its own call" as to whether Sylvia Burley was still the

appropriate contat person with the Californa Valley Miwok Tribe. At no point durg ths

this telephone convertion did I urge or encourge (either diretly or by implication) the

Commission to withold any curent or futue RSTF distrbutions ftm the Tribe.

7. I did not have any telephone convertion (or other contact) with the Commssion

betwee August 24 2005, and Augut 29 , 2005, because I was on anual leave the entire week of

Augut 2200

8. I do know that Jance Whpple-DePina was also contacted by the Commission in

Augut, 2005.
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Puuat to the provisions of28 D. C. 1746, I declare any under penalty of perur tht

the foregoing is tre and correct.

Executed on the? / day of September, 2005.
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