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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

CALIFORNIA VALLEY MIWOK TRIBE, Case No.: JR-05-CV-00739
formerly SHEEP RANCH OF ME-WUK

INDIANS OF CALIFORNIA,
Plaintiff,
Vs.
STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE
INTERIOR, GALE A. NORTON, Secretary of

the Interior, MICHAEL D. OLSEN, Acting

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, UNITED ;
)

)

Assistant Secretary — Indian Affairs, 3
)

)

Defendants.

DECLARATION OF KARLA D. BELL
I, Karla D. Bell, hereby declare:

1. I am an attorney at law duly authorized to practice law before all the
courts of the State of California. I am an attorney for Plaintiff California Valley Miwok
Tribe (“Tribe”). I was retained by the Tribe specifically to provide assistance and legal
advice regarding enrollment and membership matters. The Tribe is currently comprised
of five adult members. I am familiar with and I have personal knowledge of the facts set
forth in this declaration. If called upon as a witness, I could and would competently
testify to the following facts based upon my own personal knowledge.

2. On March 11, 2005, the Tribe sent its amended and corrected enrollment
ordinance as of March 10, 2005, to the Bureaﬁ of Indian Affairs (“BIA”). (Exhibits D
and E). The primary change to the enrollment ordinance was to insure that new members
not included in the Tribe’s base roll were eligible to receive the full benefit of Tribal

membership, including the right to vote.
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3. On February 24, 2005, the Tribe informed the BIA that the Tribe is
reviewing and processing enrollment applications, and requested information regarding
29 individuals identified by the Tribe as potential members.

4, On March 10, 2005, the BIA responded to the Tribe’s February 24™
request via a voicemail message from Ms. Carol Rogers-Davis. Ms. Rogers-Davis stated
that the BIA would not accommodate the February 24" request until the Tribe obtained
releases from each of the 29 individuals identified by the Tribe. The Tribe sent a
confirming letter dated March 15, 2005 which summarizes the information stated in
Carol Rogers-Davis’ voicemail. (Exhibit G).

5. On June 17, 2005, I personally met with Mr. Ray Fry, Tnibal Operations
Specialist to discuss the Tribe’s efforts regarding enrollment and membership. At this
rﬁeeting, the Tribe renewed its previous request for information on any individuals
identified by the BIA or Mr. Yakima Dixie interested in membership in the Tribe other
than the 29 individuals previously identified by the Tribe. Mr. Fry stated that he was
unaware of any such persons. Mr. Fry also stated that he would provide a copy of the
family tree maintained by the BIA to assist the Tribe with identifying potential members.
To date, the Tribe has not received the family tree.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the
foregoing is true and correct. |

Executed on this 7" day of July, 2005, at Los Angeles, California.

[ Karla D. Bell, Esq.
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