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United Staces Depariment of the Interior
BUREAT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON, DL.C. 20245

Mr. Gearge Talfchief
Brincipal Thicl. Tsaze Trinel ~Zouncil
Pawlhuska. DQidahbona 76354

Dear ar. Tallchiel: '

Thiak you for your Jetter of Sanuary & relotive 10 the Indian Prefarenee (Lognls tions.
t3 COFR 299, which were revised July i7. 1901, That revision extanted Indian
preference to Osage pucsons of at icast one-guattes segree Indian hoad Ior theee
years or until the Osage Tribe has forraally organized. “ou asic what our _r!r:ﬁnition of
"has fermally avganized™ is since the Dsage Trihal Council contends that it ls lernally

organized pursuant to the Act of June 28, 1506.

The 1506 act only describes thw wibe's officers and thelr Auties. and Snes ot
constitute jormal organizetion. Moreover, the Linited States Cours of App=als, Tenth
Clresis. held in Lonan v. Apdrus that the validity of the ;28! Osage Censtitution hen
not been adjudicated. eontrary to the finding of the District Court. The vizoility of
the 135; Osage Constitction will have to be decided oy the court. .

We dofine formally organized to mean the adoption by all members of 1he tribe of &
formal governing docsment which dasgribes the full manner in which the tribe gaverns
$1self and includss a full definition of who its members arc. That then Wrings us to the
next quostion. who sre the members of the Qsoge Tribe? The i90€ sct closed the
membershin roll of the Osage Nation and made It final. Secause Congress exercised
irs plenary power (o conwrel membership in Infian ibes and .ch'lI'ICtei" o
rmembership of the Ouage Tribe to thase persons whose names appear on the 1908 rall
us approved by the Sveratary of the Inter jor on April 11. 1508 only an Act of Congres

" can alter or redefine eligidility in the Osage Tribe. Ickes v. Partison, 80 Fed. 2< 705.

cortiorari genied. 5 5. Ct. 385, held that persons whose names do not appear on she
190§ final roll are not memhers of the Osags Tribe. Therefore, the Osage Tridal
Councij does not have ths autherity 1e deline mernbershiz in the Osage Tribe. .

Since there arc los than 290 criginal allertees now living, all aged 77 or mors, we
believe it would de in the best interest cf the ‘wide’ if the tribal cetinci! and e
Bureau of Indian Alfairs would compromise on the mempership issue and jointly
support corrective legislation, We stand ready 1o meer you half w2y on this vital

issue.
Sinceraly.
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