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Tribal Operation:
103.3 Sheep Rsanct

Sacraments Area Gffice
B. O. Box 4775
Sacramento, California 95825

FEB 3 1965

CERTIFIED MAIL-RETURH RECEYPT BEQUESTED
Mrg., Leua Shelton

Sheep Rench California

Bear Mrs. Shelton:

This letter is written in respouse to your letter of Jasurry 25, 1366
and your undated letter which we received January 26, 1966, protesting
the omission of the names of yourself, your brother, Tom Hodge, your
daughter, Dora Shelton Mata, and granddaughters, Josle end Yalarie, -
from the list of persons eligible to vete omn wvhether a8 plan shall be
mede for the distributioun of the aesets of the Sheep Ranck Rancheria,

The Sheep Ranch Bancheria wag purchased April 5, 1916 from Willism .
aud May Cunninghsm by the United Statés Govermment for izudlsas or /\
homeless Californiz Indigns, The scguisition deed to this land is :

in the name of the United States of America and does not name cay -
specific tribe, bend or group of Yudians, There bave been no formsl )
asgignments or allotments made on the rancheria and it has always beem \ &
considered an uuorganized remcheris, ' \\\(ﬂ :

The Rancheriz A:zt, Public Law 85671, as zmeunded August 11, 1864, \‘\
provides for the distribution of the land snd assets of certain Indian
reservetions and rancheriasg in Californis and for otber purposes,

Section 12 of this amended Act authorired the Secretary of the Interior

to insus euch rules and regulations as he deexwed necessazy to carry out-

" the provisions of the Act., The regulations became effective August 13, 1965.

Scctiom 242.3(s) ecd pcrtinent parts of 252.3(d) of the regulations are
86 follows, ‘

- "{a) Unorgsnized ramcheris or reservation. Upon receipt of a .
wuritten requegt ffom an sdult Indian or Indisus of an umorganized

Y LN

rancherie or reservation for the distribution of the assets of L
the rancheriz or reservation, the (Area) Director shall prepare =
a ligt of Indians in the following categories: -
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(1) ‘Thoge who have aliotneuts on the rancheria or reservaticn;
{2 ‘rhoaé vho hold 'fminl sssignments;

(3) Thoee who regide on the rancheria or reservation pursuant
to an informal geefignment;

(4) Those not in the sbove categories who have resided for a
period of at lesst three consecutive years immediately
preceding receipt of the requsst ss provided for in the
introductory text of this paragraph, on the rancheria
or reservation not set agide for 2 degignated group of
Indians,’

(8) The dependent members of the immediste familles of these
Indians in subparagraphs (1), (2), (3) and (4} of this
paragraph,

b tdh T hEL e RN

(d) When the (Area) Director is patisifed that the list

is complete, he shall publieh it once weekly for three

successive weeks in 8 local newspaper, Within 15 days

after the date of the last publication of the ilst, anyone

may protest in writing the omission of a name from the

1ist or ths fnclusion of auy name thereon, Hie written

protest together with arguments to sustein it ehall be

preseuted to the (Area) Director who will render hie

decision, which shall he final., After all protests have

been heard and have been duly dispoged of, the (Area)

Director shall hold an election on whether the distribution

of rancheria or reservation assests shall be made, % & *"
A written request for the distribsition of the assets of the Sheep Ranch
Rancheris, an wmorgenized rencheria, wag received from Mra. Mabel Dixle
who {5 presently residiuog on the rancheris, Mrs, Dixie meets the require-
ments in at least one of the sbove five categorles., Consequently she has
been determined eligible to wote on the igeue of whether a distribution
plan should be developed, and her nsse has been published once weekly for
three successive weeks in the Calaverss Prospect; San Andresg, Celifornia.

After having given careful congideration to the ressons for your protests,
it has been determined that mefther your name nor the names of members of
your family can be Included in the 1ist of eligible voters because none of
you meets the requirements fn any of the five categories quoted above, '
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Although you presently 1live next to the rancheria, we find no rvecord
that you have ever resided on it. Records do substantizte the fact
that your brother, at one time, ifved on the rancheria, but such
former reaidence doeg not make him eligible to vote because mo vested
{nterest wes acquired by anyone for merely occupying the rancheria,

A representative of this office visited Shecp Ranch on Jsauary 31, 1966,
to explain to you the reasous your name was not Included om the eligible
voters list, but was unable to find you at home,

xhis letter is your efficial notice that you and the other persous named
fn the First paragraph of this letter caunot be considered eligible to
participate in the election to decide whather 2 digeribution plan for
the Sheep Ranch Rancheris shall be developed.

Sincerely yours,

(S.had Lzonard bl BRI

Ayreca Director

cc: Mr, Orriom K, Airola, Attormey
San Andreas, Calif.

JTTown/dyc 2-3-66
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